Animal Health Trust
Lanwades Park, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7UU
Registered charity no: 209642

Equine Influenza Sentinel Practice
Surveillance Scheme
Issue 10
EQUIFLUNET.ORG.UK

New Vaccines on the Market
The Merial Animal Health vaccine ProteqFlu has
been updated and now complies with the latest OIE
recommendations to include both Florida sublineage clade 1 and clade 2 virus strains. Other vaccine
manufacturers are planning to update soon. By
selecting updated vaccines you can improve the
chances that the product will work well against
current equine influenza viruses. Improved sales
will also encourage other vaccine manufacturers to
update too.

Equine influenza outbreaks 2014

We have added a new section to our website
equiflunet.org.uk. This includes information about
the strains and adjuvants in each UK vaccine,
regime regulations for the competition governing
bodies and what to do in the event of an adverse
reaction or vaccine failure. Please let us know if
you would like more information on the website.
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Five more cases were diagnosed in November, affecting
horses in Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Kent,

...”horse in Buckinghamshire had a full vaccination record
and had received its last booster vaccination in March”
CHECK WHAT STRAINS ARE IN THE VACCINES YOU USE.
Updated vaccines are available from Merial and MSD. Visit
equi�lunet.org.uk vaccine pages for more information.
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Canine influenza – H3N8 and H3N2 (April 2015)
Canine influenza virus (CIV) has circulated in the USA dog
population since 2004, when it is thought the virus jumped
from horses into greyhounds. This H3N8 virus is now endemic
amongst the USA dog population, and has adapted to its new
canine host. In the UK two outbreaks of H3N8 equine influenza (EIV) in foxhounds were diagnosed by the AHT. These
were between 2002-2003 when large numbers of horses were
infected with EIV across the UK. There have been no further
reports of EIV in dogs in the UK.
In the last few weeks more than 1300 dogs in the USA have
been affected by canine influenza, imported from Asia. This
virus belongs to the H3N2 subtype and originated in birds. It
has caused multiple outbreaks in dogs in China and South
Korea since 2006 and has fully adapted to its canine host.
H3N2 CIV is unrelated to the canine H3N8 viruses, also circulating in the USA, which originated in horses. There have been
anecdotal reports that dogs rescued from meat markets in
China and South Korea were brought back to the USA by
animal rescue groups. This may be the source of the latest
outbreaks in the USA.
Both viruses (H3N8 and H3N2) cause clinical signs of fever,
coughing, nasal discharge, inappetance and lethargy, but the
signs may be more severe in dogs infected with the H3N2
virus. To date the canine H3N2 virus has not been detected in
the UK, but we ask vets to look out for suspected cases of
influenza in dogs. Our diagnostic qPCR test for equine influenza virus will also detect both types of canine influenza virus.
For more information about canine diagnostic tests
available and for submitting samples, please see the
AHT’s Diagnostic Laboratory Services “Information &
Price Guide 2015”, available at ahtdiagnostics.co.uk.

International Outbreaks
The Irish Equine Centre has confirmed there were multiple
outbreaks of influenza in Irish Thoroughbred racing
horses, including horses that had been fully vaccinated. In
the USA outbreaks were reported in fully vaccinated
groups of horses in Tennessee.
This suggests that some of the vaccines in use are no
longer fully effective and the possibility of large scale
outbreaks increases. Please check the vaccines you use to
see whether they comply to the latest OIE recommendations. Current recommendations state that vaccines should
include representatives from both clade 1 and 2 of the
Florida sublineage. Clade 1 viruses include South
Africa/4/03 or Ohio/03 and a clade 2 is represented by
Richmond/07.

Yellow Forms
If a vaccine causes an adverse reaction of any type,
including failure to protect from clinical signs of
disease, a yellow form
should be filled in.
Both vets and owners can
do this, or with their
permission, we can do it for
them. This is one of the
major
ways
the
manufacturers
monitor
both the safety and efficacy
of their products.
Visit
equiflunet.org.uk
vaccine pages more details
and links to the forms.
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Adverse reaction no

FREEPOST KT 4503, Woodham Lane,
New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3BR
Tel No: 01932 338427 Fax: 01932 336618

SAR file

Suspected Adverse Reaction Surveillance Scheme (SARSS)

Date received

Animal suspected adverse reaction report

Date acknowledged

This form should be completed in BLOCK LETTERS and sent to the FREEPOST
address above whenever a suspected adverse reaction is observed in animals,
birds or fish during or after the use of a veterinary medicine.

All Reporters MUST complete this section

Name and address of the person sending this form to the VMD

Name of product

Thank you for sending in your samples for diagnostics this
year. These are invaluable, they allow us to characterise the
viruses that are circulating in the field. We can then establish
whether the recommended vaccince strains will still provide
optimal protection or not. We present all the virus data at the
annual Expert Surveillance Panel meeting, which provides
recommendations to the OIE on the strains that need to be
included in vaccines. We could not do this work without your
swab and blood samples.

Thank
You

Product number (on label)*

Postcode:

Batch number (if known)

Date:

*The product number is preceded by Vm or EU

We ask for contact details so we can get in touch if more information is needed. Your contact details will be kept confidential and will not be passed
on to anyone outside the VMD without your permission. While the VMD publishes information derived from these reports, it never includes the
personal details of the people who made the reports. If you do not want us to contact you, please tick this box

Has the product manufacturer been informed?

YES

Name and address of veterinarian involved

NO

Your reference (if any)

Postcode:

Details of animal suspected adverse reaction(s)

No. of animals treated on this occasion

No. of animals reacting

Administered by (e.g. vet, owner)

Date administration started

Date of reaction(s)

Species/Breed

No. of deaths

Amount of product administered

Duration of administration

Previous use of product in this
animal(s) YES
NO x

Site and route of administration

Weight
kg

Age

Sex
(M/F)

Previous reaction to product by
this animal(s) YES NO x

Nature of reaction including time of onset and duration of
symptoms (continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

Details of products given concurrently (if any)

Immediate treatment given (if any)

Previous vaccination history (if immunological product involved)

Reason for using product
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