Animal Health Trust
Issue 45
Summer 2001

Baby Wallaby
able to see again
An unusual patient has had his sight
restored thanks to the AHT’s Head of
Ophthalmology, Dr Jane Sansom.
Nine month old Beanie, an albino
Wallaby, was born at Flamingo Land
Zoo in North Yorkshire where staff
soon realised that he was suffering
from impaired vision.
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His keeper Alison Bott said: “Beanie
found it difficult to see his way
around his paddock and kept
bumping into things. Taking him to
the Animal Health Trust to see if he
could have the cataracts removed
was his best chance of getting his
eyesight back”.
Beanie arrived at the Trust after a
long car journey and, having been
featured on national television that
morning, there was a great deal of
interest from the press. After a few
photographs Beanie was taken
through to see Dr Sansom for an
initial examination.
Before a decision could be made on
whether or not surgery would be
possible, Beanie had to undergo a
series of tests. These included an
electroretinogram, ultrasound scan
and a corneal examination. These
tests concluded that surgical removal
of the cataracts would be possible
and that Beanie’s eyesight could be
improved.
continued on back page
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Murphy’s story
Peter and Julia Lake had a tough decision to make when Murphy, one of
2 Irish Wolfhounds they own, contracted cancer. They’ve kindly allowed
us to reproduce Murphy’s diary of his illness and how it affected the
whole family, from the day he first started limping to the birthday they’d
feared he would never see.
16th March: I was playing with my sister Fleur in the garden when I felt a
pain in my front left leg. I wasn’t yelping, but I limped slightly. Mum looked in
my pads and felt up and down my leg, but couldn’t find anything, so she gave
it a rub and I ran off to play again. I was fine for the rest of the evening.
17th March: Got up and my leg hurt a lot. Mum looked and saw my ankle
joint was swollen. Mum and Dad whisked me off to the vets. They gave me a
thorough examination and thought I had torn a ligament. I was given a course
of anti-inflammatory pills and painkillers and went home for the weekend.
19th March: Back to the vets to see how I was getting on. The swelling had
reduced slightly, so no X-ray needed, but my leg was bandaged for support for
a few days.
26th March: My leg had swollen again and was hurting, as I had come off the
painkillers. Mum took me back to the vets, who were worried when they reexamined me. I had an X-ray and it wasn’t good news: I had a bone tumour.
The vet was very supportive, but Mum was distraught. He said they could refer
me to another vet with a special interest in bone tumours, but that he felt
amputation was not an option in such a big dog, so the prognosis was bleak.
We got home and told Dad. It was a long night of much crying.
30th March: Mum was given an appointment at the Animal Health Trust. My
breeder, who always kept in touch with her puppies, didn’t know any
wolfhounds who had cancer, and wasn’t sure that amputation would be the
best way forward. Our vet still felt the best solution may have been to simply
manage my pain, but was more than happy to refer us on.
11th April: I went to the Animal Health Trust, and saw a lovely lady called
Alison Hayes. She works in the Oncology Department and spent the best part
of an hour talking through the options with Mum and Dad. Our choices were:
• Amputate followed by chemotherapy.

• Use radiation treatment to kill the nerves and reduce the pain – not really
a good option because it weakens the bone and can, by reducing the pain,
lull you into putting too much pressure on a very weak leg, causing a break.
• Manage the pain as we were.
• Limb-saving techniques, which require bone banks and result in a rebuilt
leg. Whilst available in the US this is not common practice in the UK.
Her advice was to amputate, and in her experience she felt sure that I would
cope alright. She realised that most vets in general practice would not have
seen the numbers of cases seen at the Trust. She said that out of the 50 or so
large dogs she had been involved in treating over the years, she knew of only
one that had failed to get up after surgery.
There was no pressure on us though and we were given a week to decide
Despite this we still had great reservations, and went through what was
probably the worst week of Mum and Dad’s lives. There was always the thing
about giving me a chance, but against that was the possibility that I could go
away for major surgery, only for me not to be able to cope on 3 legs and end
up having a poor quality of life. Our vet was great. He said he could
acknowledge that the AHT had seen many more cases then he had, and that
he would support me and Mum and Dad whichever decision they made.
18th April: After many sleepless nights, they decided to give me a chance.
One of the deciding factors was my age – I was not even 4 years old yet. I was
still enjoying life and should have at least another 4 years left according to the
wolfhound averages.
21st April: The pain was getting much worse despite being on the full dose
of my painkillers. I didn’t even want to go for a walk when Dad took Fleur out.
It became more obvious that we had taken the right decision, as I couldn’t go
on like this much longer.
24th April: We went to Newmarket to meet Prue Neath, my surgeon. She
gave me a thorough examination, taking care to test my good legs, to make
sure they could take the extra strain. I went off with the nice nurses quite
happily, but it was a long trip back for Mum and Dad and Fleur.
25th April: Because Mum and Dad had made a point of asking for another
chest X-ray to make sure that there was no sign of secondary cancer, I had this
done before I went for surgery. They didn’t want me to go through the
amputation if the odds were against me.
As promised, Prue rang Mum early evening to tell her the operation had gone
well, and that I had come round from the anaesthetic. I had the best care, with
a heated water-bed and round-the-clock nursing.
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26th April: 9 am and Mum got the best call of her life: I was STANDING UP!
In fact I had been trying to get up within 12 hours of the operation! I still
needed support at this time, but within a few more hours I was getting up
myself. Prue was very pleased with me.
27th April: Prue phoned home at 9 am and dad couldn’t believe his ears –
she said I was doing so well that I was pulling nurses around and that she felt
I could come home on Saturday. Everyone was overjoyed.
28th April: Mum and Dad had an early start as they needed to be at the AHT
by 9 am. They sat waiting by the reception desk and then BANG – there I was,
barging through the doors from the kennels, pulling Prue behind me,
hopping rapidly toward Dad and Mum.
30th April: Dad took me to see our vet to change my dressing. I am normally
a good patient, but I found it difficult this time to stand for 10 minutes on a
slippery floor, and I was shattered when it came to getting back in the van.
2nd May: I was much brighter. Over the next couple of days I went from
strength to strength. Each day I was able to be on my feet for a little bit longer
and I even managed to get to the stables and watch Mum doing the ponies.
5th May: Back to the vets for a dressing change. I stood for at least 45
minutes what with waiting for my appointment, having my dressing taken off,
having some of my staples removed, my drain taken out and having a lighter
weight dressing on because I wasn’t leaking as much.
8th May: The AHT telephoned to let us know that the biopsy result showed
that the tumour had been Osteosarcoma, and that I would therefore certainly
need follow-up chemotherapy.
11th May: Mum removed my dressing. I tried to lick the wound a bit, so they
decided to put a tee-shirt on me, which worked very well. It also helped to

16th May: Back to Newmarket for my first chemotherapy. When I got to the
AHT they wanted to weigh me. This meant walking again, as they needed to
take me to a different building. It was after I managed this so easily that Mum
and Dad realised I was ready to go for much longer walks and that they had
been molly-coddling me too much!
I needed to be left for a few hours because they needed to do some blood
tests before starting the treatment. I said hello to the nurses and Alison with
a bright wag of the tail and happily went off with them to the treatment
rooms. This showed how good a place this was because generally I have never
liked being separated from Mum and Dad.
Alison warned us that there was a slight chance of after-effects. Most dogs take
to chemotherapy well but about one dog in every 5 can expect some side effects.
I was given one of the more modern treatments, called Carboplatin, and she said
that after 2 or 3 days I might lose my appetite or have an upset stomach. My
blood count would be at its lowest about 7 to 10 days after the treatment. I might
be susceptible to infection but I was not to be handled with any extra care
though, as any infection was likely to come from within. If I showed the slightest
sign of feeling unwell, I should be taken straight to the vets.
20th May: I decided it was time to start playing rough again with Fleur. Of
course Mum and Dad had their hearts in their mouths, but it was a wonderful
sight! I didn’t even fall over once. Every day I did something different to
impress everyone. I started going on longer walks, twice a day. No way would
I let Dad take Fleur out on her own any more!
1st June: No tee-shirt from today!

soak up bits of fluid which still occasionally leaked when I had been hopping
around. Not only that, it made me look cool!
12th May: First social outing! I went off for a trip to Granny and Grandad’s.
This was the first trip that Fleur had been allowed to come in the van with me.
I was very excited and had a lovely time, especially as Granny always makes
sure Fleur and I have lots of meaty treats (mum and dad are vegetarian so we
don’t get much in the way of meaty left-overs at home!).

6th June: Back for second chemotherapy. Alison was pleased with my
progress and said that it was unlikely that I would suffer side effects this time
as I didn’t last time. My hair has even continued to grow back which is unusual
whilst having the chemotherapy. Mum tells me that Alison took one look at
Fleur and almost mistook her for me! People do notice that I am different but
they accept me for who I am.
10th June: My birthday (and Fleur’s!). Mum and dad hadn’t dared believe I
would see my 4th birthday, so we were spoiled all day, starting off with a walk
around our local country park. This was my first ‘outing’ and I was very
excited. I walked round the edge of the lake, having a breather every now and
then. Then we had an ice-cream, and when we got home we played with our
new toys and then had steak for tea!
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It’s never too
early…
…to start thinking about Christmas and the AHT has a selection of cards
for sale this year. For those who want to want to stock up early we are
offering a special deal. If you place your order before 31st October we
will send you 4 assorted packs for only £10. Please use the order form on
the back page.

Fundra
New fundraising
team in place
We are delighted to announce that Lesley
Graham has taken over responsibility for the
Trust’s fundraising activities. Lesley will be
known to many of our readers as a TV
presenter for Channel Four Racing.
Lesley has been involved with the Trust for
about 5 years, initially serving as a member of our Appeals Committee. Since
March of this year, she has been running the Fellowship Scheme which
provides individuals and companies with an opportunity to support our work
within a network of like minded people, while enjoying a range of social and
sporting activities.
Lesley will continue to work for Channel Four, and to present her BBC Radio
Cambridgeshire programme. Thankfully, she still has sufficient energy and
enthusiasm to devote to the daunting task of helping the Trust raise the £10
million per year necessary to continue its vital work.

Designs will vary

Kennel Club Charitable T
The Kennel Club Charitable Trust launched an Appeal at Crufts 2000 to raise
£1 million by March 2002. This appeal upholds the aims of the Charitable Trust
to promote the general improvement of dogs through charitable donations
and research grants.
The mission will be achieved in a number of ways:
SCIENCE – to promote the advancement of education and science by
furthering research into canine diseases and hereditary disorders.
SUPPORT – to promote dogs as therapeutic and practical aids to people.
SENTIMENT – to promote the relief of suffering for dogs that are in need of
care and attention.

The Carters Fund for Health and Rescue have been great supporters of
the Animal Health Trust over a number of years. At Crufts this year some
of their members visited our stand to make another very generous
donation.
Pictured here is Shirley Franks presenting the cheque to Dr Matthew
Breen from the AHT Genetics Department. Many thanks again to
everyone involved in the latest fund-raising efforts.

Thank you very much…
….to the following organisations for
recent generous donations...
Association of Bloodhound
Breeders
Blakemere Labradors

British Elkhou
Bury St Edmun
Society
Cheltenham a
Club

aising
Beaufort charity
polo day
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London and Home Counties
Boxer Club

Eventers: Rodney Powell - Captain; Andrew Nicholson; Matt Ryan; Leslie Law;
Zara Phillips (reserve).

We are very grateful to
the London and Home
Counties Boxer Club for
their most generous
donations amounting to
£1,000 in memory of
Betty White. Betty was
President of the LHCBC
and sadly died a few
weeks before Crufts
where she had been
scheduled to judge. The
donations were made in place of flowers and a cheque was presented to Dr
Matthew Binns, AHT Head of Genetics, to fund research into skin cancer in
dogs. LHCBC Chairperson Vivien Nicks, and Secretary Ruth Hughes, made the
presentation when they visited the AHT stand at Crufts.

Jockeys: Mick Fitzgerald - Captain; Hywell Davies; Carl Llewellyn; Graham
Thorner; Claire Thorner (reserve).

Wellington collection

The Animal Health Trust launched their new annual polo tournament the
Animal Health Trust Challenge Cup at the Beaufort Polo Club in
Gloucestershire on Friday 6th July 2001. Despite the torrential rain, over 200
avid polo fans and supporters of the Animal Health Trust enjoyed a fabulous
lunch followed by a fun celebrity polo match between the Eventers and
Jockeys.
HRH The Princess Royal, President of the AHT, watched the teams battle it
out for the converted Challenge Cup which was eventually won by the
Eventers 4,0. Zara Phillips, The Princess Royal’s daughter was presented with
the cup and other prizes by the Princess.
The teams were:

Trust Appeal
Since its inception in 1989 grants totalling more than £1,000,000 have been
disbursed to a variety of organisations including the Greyhounds Rescue,
Support Dogs, PDSA, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Surgeons at
Edinburgh University, Pro Dogs, Canine Partners for Independence and many
more.
Over the years the Kennel Club Charitable Trust has supported many scientific
research projects directed toward improving canine health. Indeed, a
considerable proportion of the Kennel Club Health Foundation Fund is
directed to the Animal Health Trust for research funding.
Projects funded have covered a variety of health issues including hip dysplasia,
canine cancer, epidemiology and donations to the refurbishment of a
dermatology consulting room as well as many other worthwhile projects.
To date, the Appeal has raised £527,577. The Trust grants 100% of donations
received to charity. The Kennel Club donates all the Trust’s general expenses.

nd Club
nds and District Canine
nd District Dog Training

Our supporters in Somerset have once again done us proud. In one of his first
fundraising efforts as the new Chairman of our Taunton and District group Mr
Tom Cavaghan, with the help of his committee members, raised £151.69
through a collection day. Our thanks go to the people of Wellington who
made donations and also to those who held the collecting tins on the day.

The AHT is very grateful to ‘Your Dog’ and ‘Your Cat’ magazines
for the support they have given to the Appeal launched by our Executive
Chairman Ted Chandler. A reporter and photographer from the magazines
visited the AHT and met a number of key staff. During their day with us they
also met a number of patients and their owners and some of these will feature
in future editions of the magazines. If you are a regular reader of either
magazine you may well have read their behind-the-scenes articles and seen
the donation form regarding the Appeal. If you have already supported us in
this way please accept our grateful thanks. As well as the features about the
AHT ‘Your Dog’ and ‘Your Cat’ are full of helpful articles for cat and dog
owners including health matters, new products and your questions answered.
Both publications can be bought at all good newsagents and in the larger
supermarkets.

Elkhound Association of Scotland
Hurlingham Polo Association
Labrador Retriever Club
Radlett Dog Training Society

Southern Golden Retriever Club
Three Ridings Labrador Club
Tibetan Spaniel Association
Woodbridge & District Dog Training
Club
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AHT among founding members of new cat group
The Animal Health Trust is among 9
major veterinary and animal welfare
organisations that have united to form The
Cat Group. This is a new association
designed to ensure closer co-operation and
exchange of information between those
working with cats. The Cat Group will also,
through the Internet, provide an
authoritative public information resource
on current feline health and welfare issues.
Among the other organisations involved in the group are the British
Small Animal Veterinary Association, European Society of Feline
Medicine, Feline Advisory Bureau and the Governing Council of the
Cat Fancy.

Professor J. O. Jarrett FRSE MRCVS, Chairman of the newly formed
association of veterinary and animal welfare organisations, The Cat
Group.

The Cat Group is chaired by Professor J. O. Jarrett FRSE MRCVS, of the
University of Glasgow Department of Veterinary Pathology. He is well
known for his work on viral diseases in cats. Professor Jarrett said: “It
makes sense that organisations concerned with feline health and
welfare pool their expertise to address veterinary and welfare issues”.

Commenting on the formation of the group, Dr Andy Sparkes, Head
of the AHTs Feline Unit said: “I am sure this group will have many
benefits for professionals involved with feline welfare and therefore
for those who own or care for cats. We are delighted to be involved
with the group at its founding stage”.

A new home for Dolly

have blood groups in the same way as people, Dolly
was able to help many different types of dog being
treated at the Trust. Unlike human blood though,
dog blood cannot be stored in a blood bank so
Dolly had a kennel at the Trust (although she
preferred the sofa in the staff room!) in order to be
available to give blood whenever it was needed.
Dolly had become a firm favourite with the
veterinary nurses and clinicians in the Small Animal
Clinic and on hearing that she was due to be retired
one of the nurses, through some friends, found a
family to offer Dolly a home.

An AHT stalwart who has helped thousands of
patients during her time at the Trust has retired from
her duties. Dolly was the AHT blood donor dog, a
greyhound who had been with the Trust since being
retired from racing in 1993. Because dogs do not

Now Dolly spends much of her day challenging
Nick and Tina Mead’s teenage sons for space on the
family sofa to watch television. Already an
established member of the family and hugely
popular with friends (both canine and human) in the
village, Dolly seems to be thoroughly enjoying her
retirement. Mrs Mead said: “Dolly will see out her
later years of life in luxury”.

The 2001 Equestrian Awards
This year will see a new look to one of the highlights of the
equestrian calendar – the Animal Health Trust’s prestigious
UK Equestrian Awards Ceremony. Since the first Awards were
presented in 1989, the event has been staged at a glittering
luncheon in London, attended by some of the biggest names
in the horse world. This year the occasion will be a ‘black tie’
evening event, and promises to be even more spectacular.
Once again the event will held in the presence of the President
of the Animal Health Trust, Her Royal Highness The Princess
Royal. The Princess has attended most of the Equestrian
Awards Ceremonies and we are delighted and honoured that
she will be supporting it again this year.
If you would like to purchase tickets for the Awards, please do
so using the form on this page.
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12th November 2001

THE 2001
EQUESTRIAN
AWARDS
Mrs/Miss/Mr:_________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Equine chronic
obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD)

____________________________________________
Tel no: ______________________________________
Please send me _______ tickets @ £125 each for the
2001

Equestrian

Awards

on

Monday

12th

November at 7.00 pm.
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or COPD is one of the
most frequently occurring medical conditions of horses in the
United Kingdom. The condition is very variable in its
presentation. At one end of the spectrum, severely affected
animals show wheeziness, dyspnoea, coughing and nasal
discharge and, at the other, the low-grade form is characterised
solely by reduced exercise tolerance and poor performance.
COPD occurs due to a hypersensitivity to moulds found in the
horse’s environment and is, in many ways, similar to
occupational asthma in people. The term COPD is somewhat
misleading having been borrowed from human medicine
where it describes a rather different syndrome. Recently it has
been suggested that the name of the equine condition be
changed to recurrent airway obstruction or RAO, a term that
would better describe the equine disease.
The respiratory referral service for treadmill exercise testing at
the Animal Health Trust is well known as a means of
investigating reduced exercise tolerance, poor performance
and the cause of abnormal respiratory noise during exercise;
problems that often defy diagnosis by traditional resting
techniques. It is perhaps less well appreciated that the clinical
respiratory service also investigates horses with lower
respiratory tract disease, which frequently involves RAO. Trust
scientists are currently studying the mechanisms involved in

I enclose a cheque for £________ made payable to
Animal Health Trust
Please send completed form to: ‘Equestrian Awards’,
Animal Health Trust, Lanwades Park, Kentford,
Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7UU.

RAO, using a group of affected animals that have been donated or
loaned by their owners. This group was established last year, but
we are still seeking more cases. Affected horses joining the group
live outdoors for most of the time, this being the best way for
sufferers to be managed. They take part in studies of the disease
involving techniques used routinely in man and horses and, at the
end of their time in the group, they will either be returned to their
owners or re-homed. If you have a horse who suffers from RAO (ie
COPD) and would be prepared to allow him or her to join the
group, we would be delighted to hear from you. If you believe your
horse suffers from this condition, or you have any worries about
undiagnosed respiratory problems in your horse, please seek
advice from your own vet who will contact the AHT on your behalf
if it is appropriate to do so.

Dates for your
Baby Wallaby
Diary
able to see again

Animal Health Trust News
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(Newmarket) Ltd

day, travelling time, several hours of test and the time already spent under
anaesthetic).
Beanie was soon up and about and was allowed to go home the same day.
Since his return to Flamingo Land he has been recovering in the Zoo
hospital where he has been sharing an enclosure with Jeffrey, another
Wallaby.
It was the first time Dr Sansom or any of her colleagues at the Animal Health
Trust had operated on a Wallaby but similar operations have been carried
out in Australia and Dr Sansom was able to talk on the phone to specialists
there for advice. Alison Bott says that, since returning to Flamingo Land,
Beanie has made a good recovery: "He is much more difficult to catch now,
so I’m pretty sure he can see me coming," she said.

continued from front cover
Beanie was given eye drops to dilate his pupils in preparation for the
operation. His right eye was operated on first, as it was fully dilated. He was
then given a general anaesthetic, placed on many monitoring devices and
the surgery was successfully carried out. However it was decided not to
operate on Beanie’s left eye due to a combination of factors, which may
have resulted in him becoming excessively traumatised (an early start to the

Media interest in Beanie has been astonishing. His operation has been
featured on ‘News At Ten’ and in many different newspapers here and in
Australia. The BBC’s services for both Brazil and Japan have also covered the
story. Meanwhile Beanie’s own homepage on the Flamingo Land website
has had more than a thousand visitors and the Wallaby is still receiving ‘Get
Well’ cards from his fans.
Dr Sansom said: "I’m delighted to hear that Beanie is making such good
progress and am sure he’ll soon be back to full strength and out of the
hospital unit."
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